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at the time in respect of the cost of the military forces raised,
or to be raised, in the country. He explained that the burden
which it was proposed to place on India would last during the
period of the war and stated that ^he fate of the resolution
would be left to the decision of the non-official members of the
Council. After a somewhat lengthy debate a large majority
of the non-official members accepted the resolution with an
amendment proposed by Mr. Srinivasa Sastri to the effect that
India should take a larger share in respect of the cost of military
forces only to the extent and under the conditions and safeguards
indicated in the speech of the Finance Member in moving
the Resolution.
On September llth 1918, Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya's resolution regarding the early release of those Indian
labourers whose indentures have not yet expired, was accepted
on behalf of Government by Sir George Barnes in so far as it
conceined the Indian labourers in Fiji.
On the same day-Mr. G. S. Khaparde moved a resolution
recommending that the Indian Arms Act be so modified as to
bring it into line with the English legislation on the subject.
This led to a lengthy and animated   debate   in   the   course
of which Sir William Vincent   explained that    Government
intended to hold a conference of the official and non-official
Members of the Council to discuss what modifications in the Arms
Act or the Arms Rules were necessary ; and  finally  on  Sept-
ember  18th Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapiu moved  an  amendment
recommending that a Committee of official and non-official
Members of the Council be appointed to consider and report to
the Governor General in Council to what extent the Indian
Arms Act and the rules thereunder can be amended.    The
amended resolution was accepted.
On September 19th 1918, Mr. G. S. Khaparde's resolu-
tion, recommending that a Committee consisting of an equal
number of officials and non-official Indians be appointed to
enquire into and report on the effect produced on the press in
India by the legislation relating to it and by the Defence of India
(Consolidation) Rules, 1915, led to an interesting debate and
received strong support from the non-official members of the